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or even more intelligible than those the geometricians study, yet
being contradicted by the many preconceptions of our senses to
which we have since our earliest years been accustomed, they cannot
be perfectly apprehended except by those who give strenuous atten-
tion and study to them, and withdraw their minds as far as possible
from matters corporeal. Hence if they alone were brought forward
it would be easy for anyone with a zeal for contradiction to deny
them.

This is why my writing took the form of Meditations rather than
that of Philosophical Disputations or the theorems and problems of
a geometer; so that hence I might by this very fact testify that I
had no dealings except with those who will not shrink from joining
me in giving the matter attentive care and meditation. For from
the very fact that anyone girds himself up for an attack upon the
truth, he makes himself less capable of perceiving the truth itself,
since he withdraws his mind from the consideration of those reasons
that tend to convince him of it, in order to discover others that have
the opposite effect.

But1 perhaps some one will here raise the objection, that, while
indeed a man ought not to seek for hostile arguments when he
knows that it is the truth that is set before him, yet, so long as this
is in doubt, it is right that he should fully explore all the arguments
on either side, in order to find out which are the stronger. Accord-
ing to this objection it is unfair of me to want to have the truth of
my contentions admitted before they have been fully scrutinised,
while prohibiting any consideration of those reasonings that oppose
them.

This would certainly be a just criticism if any of the matters in
which I desire attention and absence of hostility in my reader were
capable of withdrawing him from the consideration of any others in
which there was the least hope of finding greater truth than in mine.
But consider that in what I bring forward you find the most extreme
doubt about all matters, and that there is nothing I more strongly
urge than that every single thing should be most carefully examined
and that nothing should be admitted but what has been rendered so
clear and distinct to our scrutiny that we cannot withhold our assent
from it. Consider too that, on the other hand, there is nothing else
from which I wish to divert the minds of my readers, save beliefs
which they have never properly examined and which are derived from

1 The French version here comes to an end, adding only a short paragraph
of seven lines by way of formal conclusion.